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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FOUNDATION 

Grievance 
MR J.E. McGRATH (South Perth) [9.54 am]: My grievance is to the Minister for Education. I rise today to 
plead for much-needed government funding for a not-for-profit organisation dedicated to improving 
opportunities in communities throughout Western Australia. The Community Development Foundation was 
established in 1999 by Barry Cable—a name that is familiar, I am sure, to most Western Australians for his 
deeds as a champion footballer. Barry, a Nyoongah person, played 406 league games in a fine career that 
included three Sandover Medals. I think that is the most games ever played by a Western Australian. Barry 
works in partnership with Jenny Day, a Yamatji woman. She is the niece of Ted Kilmurray, who won the 1958 
Sandover Medal and is one of the great Western Australian footballers. Barry and Jenny formed the Community 
Development Foundation in 1999. The commitment of the CDF back then was to create sustainable changes in 
disadvantaged Indigenous communities around the state. Since his football career ended, Barry Cable has been 
involved for a long time in community work in our state.  

The CDF was able to arrange a combined partnership, which now goes back about 11 years, with the state 
government, Indigenous communities and private industry to put in place a number of significant programs and 
initiatives. Some of the projects it has been able to achieve over that time in this three-way partnership has been 
a swimming pool in Leonora; the creation of the bike challenge program for country schools, which has been 
attended by more 6 000 students; and the establishment of 15 buildings in schools and communities under the 
MOASH—Mother of All Sheds—program. I do not know who came up with that name, but Mr Cable and 
Mrs Day are in the Speaker’s gallery today so they may be able to explain that to us. Mother of All Sheds is a 
pretty good name. I have seen some of these buildings, and I think they are more than just sheds!  

The Community Development Foundation has also created and helped fund a breakfast club initiative with 
strong support from private industry. A lot of that has been achieved through Barry Cable’s connection with so 
many Western Australians, who, through their companies, have injected money into the program. They have 
developed the Walk Right In program throughout WA schools and the Camper Trailer project for troubled 
Indigenous youth. They have also developed a program that I am particularly interested in; that is, the highly 
successful Passport program. The Passport program is so innovative that one cannot help but be impressed with 
it. These programs are mainly used in areas where families are struggling in the community—generally lower 
socioeconomic areas. For every second day that a child attends school, they receive a 50c voucher to be spent at 
the canteen. The money is raised through private donations. The funds are taken out as the money is given to the 
children. On the twenty-fifth day, there are other incentives, such as food vouchers. The parents get involved, 
too, under the Passport system. If parents go along to the school and become involved, for every hour they spend 
at the school as volunteers they earn 10 points. As the points are accumulated they can be traded in for uniforms, 
lunches, excursions, books or swimming lessons. The families of these kids could not afford that. As someone 
who attended Hamilton Hill Primary School, I can understand that. When I attended school, a lot of kids—I 
might have been one of them—could not afford things that other kids could afford because their families did not 
have the money. These programs have resulted in direct increases in student attendance and participation, 
community self-determination and wellbeing, parent involvement and participation in school planning and 
direction.  

I began talking to Barry Cable and Jenny Day a couple of years ago when we were in opposition and I had been 
elected as the member for South Perth. In more recent times, and after keeping in contact with Mr Cable in 
particular, I made a decision that I would look at the work these people are doing. Last month I travelled with 
Mr Cable to two schools—the Avonvale Primary School in Northam and the Neerigen Brook Primary School in 
Armadale. I am led to believe that the Avonvale Primary School has had a lot of problems over the years. It has 
catered mainly for kids from the lower socioeconomic parts of Northam. A lot of Indigenous kids go there and 
truancy and non-attendance are the real issues. When I arrived at that school I was impressed with what a 
magnificent ground is there now. It is spick and span and looks fantastic. A lot of the development at that school 
is due to the Community Development Foundation. It has two basketball courts under lights, and two Mother of 
All Sheds, which are multipurpose buildings that are now used by the kids for all sorts of things during and after 
school hours and on weekends. They are causing parents to become involved in the school.  

I went also to Neerigen Brook where the primary school has taken up the passport program. The principal there 
is Megan Barnett and the principal at Avonvale is Jenny Graffin. I met both principals. Megan Barnett is one of 
the most energetic and dedicated people I have met in the education system. That school uses the passport 
system and in six months under that system it has gone from 22 parents being involved in the school to 337 
parents being involved. Neerigen Brook Primary School also has a system by which it is linked to Bandyup, 
Hakea, Karnet and Albany prisons. If someone is serving time in one of those prisons and he or she has a couple 
of kids at school, that person can earn points towards helping his or her son or daughter get an amenity at the 
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school and do activities such as swimming lessons. I do not have a lot of time and I know the minister is aware 
of the work Barry and Jenny are doing. I understand the minister has had a letter from them, as have the Premier 
and the Treasurer. I urge the minister to look at their plea for help because it has become more difficult for them 
to get help from industry following the global financial downturn. I think this is a program that needs as much 
government support as we can give it. Thank you. 

DR E. CONSTABLE (Churchlands — Minister for Education) [10.01 am]: I thank the member for South 
Perth for raising this issue this morning because it is very important and touches on a number of issues, 
particularly non-attendance of children at school. They are issues I have been working on over the past year and 
a half. As the member for South Perth said, the Community Development Foundation has made a very 
significant contribution to a number of schools and communities in an attempt to improve outcomes for 
disadvantaged children, particularly Aboriginal children in low socioeconomic communities. It has been doing 
that work solidly now since 1999. It is worth underlining that the Community Development Foundation has 
forged strong partnerships with the state and local governments and, as the member for South Perth said, with 
industry and other community groups to raise funds for the programs it has put in place. I suppose fundamental 
to everything done by the Community Development Foundation—I will call it the CDF from now on because it 
is a bit of a mouthful—is the premise of improving the outcomes for those students.  

I am aware that the Department of Education has had a memorandum of understanding with CDF since 1999, 
and it is ongoing. It is a strong MOU that we are all committed to. I have also had the opportunity to meet with 
Barry Cable and Jenny Day about this matter. Jenny in particular has had contact with my ministerial officer 
from time to time about it also. I might say that I have known Jenny for a long time. I have not seen much of her 
for many years, but she was a student of mine many years ago when I lectured at the University of Western 
Australia. I am aware of her passion and commitment to make a difference in this area. I agree totally with the 
member for South Perth that there is no doubt that this organisation has had considerable success with a number 
of programs. The two that stand out for me are the passport program—the newer program—which we are 
monitoring very closely and have some involvement with. Also the Mother of All Sheds program has been going 
for a lot longer. MOASH, as I understand it, is a shed located on a school site for the community to make use of 
for activities that might assist children, and the community in general. For example, parents go there to learn 
how to read to their children, what sorts of books to choose and so on and to learn how to assist in canteens and 
become involved in activities in the school and the community. In fact, as I said, the Department of Education 
has been working closely with the MOASH community centres program for well over a decade now. The 
MOASH program has been very successful in involving Aboriginal communities in schooling. We all know that 
if we are to see improvement in attendance of Aboriginal children and in their achievements, schools, 
communities and parents working together is the best way to do it.  

I understand there has been quite a lot of activity in the Northam area. The very first MOASH centre was set up 
at the West Northam Primary School in 2000. There are now 15 of the centres around the state. There is no doubt 
that the success of the centres lies in the integrated approach that is taken in collaboration with private industry. I 
was interested to hear from the member for South Perth that the industry contributions have dropped off over the 
past short while because of the economic downturn. I hope that, as things improve, industry will become more 
involved because these organisations and programs work better if not just government puts in money, but a range 
of people are involved. The community will be strengthened by that. Local governments have become involved 
as well. One of the important things about the MOASH centres is that they are a gathering place where people 
with common interests can make improvements in their lives and, in this case, the lives of their children.  

At the moment the Department of Education funds CDF to the tune of $100 000 a year. I understand that will be 
increased to $120 000 in 2010. Members might think that is a small increase but it is a fairly large percentage 
increase. I am particularly interested in the passport program, which is one of the newer initiatives, as I 
understand it. Unless we make inroads into the attendance of Aboriginal children, we will not make inroads into 
their attainments and possibilities for success later in life. It is very interesting because this program does not 
take a negative approach, as do other attendance programs. The member for South Perth outlined a very positive 
approach to incentives for children attending school and for parents getting involved in schools. The points 
system under the passport program adds real value to the education of children through earning points that will 
go towards payment of a school excursion, uniforms or food at the canteen. What really impresses me about 
this—I am watching it very closely—is that the University of Western Australia is currently conducting an 
evaluation of the program’s effectiveness. That is the way we should be doing these things; we should not just 
set them up and hope they will work. We should be setting them up sensibly in collaboration and making sure 
that they are evaluated so that we know what parts are working well and what parts need extra attention. I 
understand that evaluation is due for completion later in the year. We will be looking at that very closely as one 
of the ways that we can improve school attendance and, therefore, the achievement of young people. For this 
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year there is an increase in the level of funding for CDF and we will continue to work with the foundation 
closely in the months to come, particularly on that passport program to see how successful it is.  
 


